
Mr. Kyle 

 

U.S. History II AP 
Summer Reading Assignment 2016 

 

Congratulations on your decision to continue your drive for academic excellence with AP U.S. History II.  This 

summer you will be reading The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (ISBN #0553212451).  You should have no trouble 

finding it in a library, but if you choose to buy the book, it can be easily found for as little as $3.00.  Sinclair’s 

explosive look at the meat packing industry in Chicago had a tremendous influence on the American people and 

was one of the main reasons that President Roosevelt pressured Congress into passing the Pure Food and Drug 

Act and the Meat Inspection Act in the early 20th century.  Keep in mind that Sinclair wrote this book in 1906, 

when the issues you covered in your final unit of U.S. History I (Industrial America) are still dominating life in 

America.   

 

In September, our study of American History will begin with an exploration of the economic and political 

consequences of the industrial growth in the late 19th century.  This novel is the perfect summer reading 

because it covers so many of the themes that link the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 centuries: immigration, capitalism, 

unions, government regulation, transportation, city management, and many others.    Not only will you “enjoy” 

this novel, but it will serve as a bridge to carry you from the topics we finished off with in U.S. History I to 

those that will open the year in U.S. History II. 

 

You should be prepared for some type of assessment on this book on the first day of school in September.  

Additionally, you must be prepared to discuss, in detail, each of the following topics.  These topics might also 

find their way into the assessment on the book. 

 

o The situation of the working-class presented in the novel; where and how they lived; obstacles to 

success (or at least a decent life), etc. 

o Working-class employment: what was it like?  How were workers treated? 

o Efforts of labor unions and obstacles to the success of organized labor 

o The role played by political machines and bosses in governing cities and the lives of their inhabitants  

o Upton Sinclair’s primary intent in writing The Jungle was to convince the American people that 

socialism was superior to American capitalism.  Sinclair generally believed that he failed in this effort.  

How does the book attempt to persuade readers of the advantages of socialism?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Have a great summer.  If you have any questions feel free to see Mr. Kyle prior to the end of the year.  For questions over 

the summer, email Mr. Kyle at jkyle@pthsd.net.  


